‘Conan E. Mathews Appointed Dean

The opportunltv——and TEupOnSlblllﬁy——of belng the second. dean of the
College of Flne Arts came in 1959 to. an=cyper1enced College admlnlstrator
Van,d--.{—_tl"tich,._1 Conan E. Mathews. A native of.Provideﬁoe. Utah _he had galned

an excellent reputation for his work in southern Idaho over a perlod of BO”

years, and had been brought to the campus in 1956 by Pres..W11k1nson as

chalrman of the Art Department ‘He hﬂd been been head of art 1nstructlon

dean of the faculty, and acting president_duringfhisrtenure'af.BoiSéTv

College, and hlS serv1ce there had 1nc1uded be.ng_pre51dent;qf'theiBols"

Arts A55001at10n whlch prov1ded mu51ca1 dramatlc, and ther art

 Hiswwi£e, Lhe former Armintsa

presentatlons for the communltyf

a ”crain-éd'mus‘i ‘ ar'i.d 'be:cfame- a s_peeiél, instructor in




majoring in other colleges of the University:

The College of Fine Arts has as its general aim the brlnglnu of
academic and professional growth into proper balance. Thus, a- degrée
with a major in Art, Music, or Speech and Dramatic Arts not only re-
 presents a strong preparation in the major field, but also. represents
as much general education as that degree would Presuppose . if given in
any other deparftment of the University.. These facts become. more Bl
nificant when considered in light of the fact that in most pTOf8851onal
‘schools .the general education requlrements for fine arts students are
~reduced to a mlnlmum. ' L

Moreover, this Coll ege hau the partlcular alm of DTOVldlng oppor—
tunities .for all .students of the University to gain general cultural-

j‘values,_of providing opportunities for students who. major .or winor -in

“omne of the fine arts to acquire a thorough understandLng of the arts
'whlle developlng spe01al skllls 1n selécted art flelds, and i

tructlonal levels.

Nantiing and Construction of ‘the Fine Arts Center
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Center was locatedVjustftOfthe’Southeast, so the FineuArﬁs-Centef would"havé
the advantage of being located astride a main axis of -student traffic. .
Parking areas were planned to the -east and northeaét.of the.buiidiﬁg.
The firm selected to draw architeétural plans for the building was

William L. Pereira,and Associates of Los Angeles, which had recently been

honored.for its design of the Los Angéles Center for the Fine‘Arts.,v
It developed a functional and artistic concept er a five;leve1 structu£e of;

buff brick and white cast stone which would harmomize with surrounding build

ings on the campus. In plan it resembled a Widejﬁﬁ",:wiﬁh;théltwo:éide? 

sections running east and west .and the north-south connecting section ‘forming

a central gallery. Théffiféﬁfénd{sééoﬁd iéVéls ﬁeré'uﬁdefgrdﬁna@'ﬁfé%

for theater stdges and suxiliary facilities.
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P ‘On the fourth level four open couris separated the,theater.sectiqns‘from
the outer wings, with these areas designed.for'decorative plantings. Oﬂ'the
weét side of ‘the building,:which faced a campus guadrangle, a lofty facade of
vertical stone fins screened fhe endvof the concert hall area and the two
open courts on the west side.:

In addition to the two large theafefs, the center provided a'%BBaSéat ré::“ﬁ

01tai hall which would serve also for choral rehearsals, a 280 seat experlmental

theater;.and a l50-seat"arenattheater. Other fac111tles 1ﬂcluded a 20= foot

hlgh truck access tunnel to the main theater stages on the second level art

-,storage rooms, opera workshop, band and orchestra rehearsal and storage rooms

radlo and telev151on studlos and control rooms, scene shop and wardrobe and

'property rooms dr8551ng and make upﬂrooms,

éh‘class”’seminarf”'abdfatopyfana
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Expanding the College; The Departmeht of Communications.

After consideration of a number of studies and recommendations.by
faculty members, and discussilons with the cbllége déans concerned, Pres.
 Wilkinson in the summer o£.1963 aireéfed the organizatronAof-a'Departmeﬁt
of Communrcations to. be added to fhe.Coliege-ofrFihe~Arts.‘ Tﬁe name of
the College was at the same timeichanged to qulége of Fine Aris'and
Communicationsf | | | |

The new deparfmenf included the entiré Dé?arﬁﬁéﬂﬁ'af Jéﬁrnalismgﬁith_t-

four_facﬁltyvmembers_and BO”coursés qf,étudjﬁifrqmg%ﬁ Céiiééé”&f?ﬁﬁﬁahf

ities and Social Sciences; the'Radio”and'Television area of concentra

‘thn from the Department of Dramat:Lc Arts, "-'wi't-h ‘four facul

ten courses of study, and two courues 1n photography.from :

of Art. (The latter courses had been taught by part tlme

£hus 2o transfer of regular faculty members:Were 1nvolved;

”7Commun catlon uerv1ces, and a551 ned to 1t the sup
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Production. Of these service areas, th¢ one in radio and television had
previously been supervised by two faculty members in the Radio.and Tele-
&ision concentration of the Departmént of Dramatic Arts, with facilities
used jointly for aéademip.inétruction and broadcasting and program
pecording operations. Initially this arrangement was continued bepweén”
the new Communications Départment and the new.Bpoadpast Services unit Ofi

17

the Communication Services Division.

In:press announcements of the mew department,-the President wﬁs_
quoted regarding the significance and objectives of the accented academic
program:

"The exp1031on of communications medla i5 one of the phenomena of
our times," President Wilkinson said. . ™People today are seldom  ou
‘of reach of the bombardment of newspapers, magazines, radio;'téle
Svision, blllboards, motion plctures, -and “bodks. .  These ‘are the" tool
in the intense struggle for men's minds, and thlS struggle extend:s
into our religious, economic, and social life as wéll as polltlcal
¥ * * "The effective communicator is the key in this industry,
S;and at B.Y.U. we 1ntend to educate the flnest wrlters and” produc 7
0f all kinds W1th proper attltudes as’ well as skllls,v Rreslden
W1lk1nson sald." R . - o
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attracted to the new program. By the end of its fourth year, 1966-67,
the new department had nearly quadrupled in size to 459 majors, 'and had
Surpassed the other depaftmentS'in the Cdliege in both the'numbér of
majors enrolled and in the number of baccalaureate degrees awarded‘duru
lng the year--95. 15 |
Another departmental change had occurred in. the College in 1961

when approval was sought and recelved'by the.Department of Speech and ;  

Dramatlc Arts, then wmth 24 faculty members, to be lelded 1nto two

departmentSv Dramatic Arts, w1th a faculty of 13, and Speech wiﬁh,ﬁ,.

.Iaculty of ll ﬁbr} Harold‘lm Hansen, who had been chalrman smncev1952

was contlnued as head of the“new Dramatlc Arts Department_ and Morrls.

Clingerf assistantVprofeésbriﬁbecame'héadﬂd

the new Sp ech Departme

 The two'départments worked closely together,

partlcularly 1n the are

Thelr separate

preparlng students for teachlng in slcondary schools.
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s | than in “*the other two.)
After their division occurred, it was planned thet the Dfamatic Arts
Department‘be assigned to occupy the southeast cluster, and the Speech
'Departmenﬁ to occupy'e-pair of large facolty offices at the far end of
the southeast (”FU) wing, also on the fifth level. “This: arrangement was
.lmplemented when the: depertments mpved.into: the bulldlng 1n OB aﬂdnweevﬂﬁ'

continuethntilxthe'two were recombined in 19674 'Special offioes to

.serve the Speech Cllnlc and lts faculty personnel were located on thelio

_fourth and thlrd levels of the "F', and were not changed by the depart

ment headquarters shlfts..ﬁ_

A more dlfflcult problem that was faced after the 3551gnment of th

Communlcatlons Department to the College was“the prov1slon of a depart
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Except .for the radio and television part of its curriculum—-which
had been provided for in plans originally submitted as part of the fac-

ilities for Dramatic Arts--the Communications'Deparﬁment'waé also not

provided with any laboratory or auxiliary facilities in the new building.
For its oollection ofAnewspapers‘and trode journdls, a 200~sqg. fﬁ,
seminar room wés made'aﬁailable next to its department offlce location :
in the ”F“'wing‘_‘For its.news laboratory it was allocated.a cavérnoos
Troom : S

art stofage/on the second level of the "B" wing next to the truck access_%nﬂ

tunnel, and it was fltted wlth a chalkboard, surplus theater stage drapes o

for three walls, and 25 new reporters‘ desks and a- copydesk Thls’

in this large room were so n01sy, howeverg that the space proved:






